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thought I'd like to go round the world in a sailing-ship.
Day after day, nothing but your own job."
" What did these fellows shut themselves up for, Alison?'*
Shordey asked, wrenching himself out of his speechless-
ness. "What was the idea? Religion and so on?"
Lewis hesitated. The answer to that question would be
in answer to all the questions that had for many hours,
for many years, perplexed and enchanted him. Then, sud-
denly, fascinated by so profound a riddle, he began to speak
of the monastic ideal of earlier ages, saying that there were
two aspects of it, the devotional and the contemplative.
"The struggle for some kind of stillness within oneself
seems to run right through history," he said. "In cities and
market-places as well as in monasteries. In forts, too, and
camps and prisons. It's a question of how to attain it. To
worship a particular god is only one means; so is seclusion;
neither, perhaps, is a necessary means." Even Sezley turned
from the window to listen to him. His audience was held
by his argument and by the evidence of his eyes and voice
that he had deep personal concern in it. He said much that
surprised them, out nothing for effect—nothing that did
not spring from within himself*
"I believe you'd have been a monk if you'd lived then/'
Ballater said. "You'd like to be a monk now if you had the
chance."
Lewis at first made no reply. Then: "I've no sort of re-
ligious vocation," he answered. "Anyhow I have a business
to run and people dependent on me.. .. But in the fort,"
he went on with hungry eagerness, "there'll be none of
that. As long as we live, it's the only chance that any of us is
likely to have to be completely independent." He checked
himself abruptly and leaned back in his corner.
"It's all very well for you," Ballater sai(|. "You won't
be without a job. You have your history to write."
"Without the history," Lewis replied, "I'd still be glad
of the fort."
"But who's to look after the business?" Lapham asked.
"What's your line, Alison?"
"Publishing. Alison and Ford. Educational books mostly,

